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Coming Up 
 
 
BMNC 
 
All indoor programs 
held at Stevensville 
Conservation Area 
Clubhouse, W. Main St. 
& Ott Rd. 
 
 
 
Surviving Arctic 
Climate Change: A 
Documentary on Inuit 
Knowledge 
Enjoy a special preview 
of Sarah Elder’s new 
film. 
Mon. Oct. 17, 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
Native Seed Collecting 

Workshop 
Mary Gartshore shows 
us how to collect & 
preserve our local native 
plant seeds. 
Mon. Oct. 24, 10 am 
Meet at end of Holloway 
Bay Rd. 
Contact: Lynda 
Goodridge, 905-871-
5856 
 
 
 
 
 

" In the end we will conserve only what we love. 
We love only what we understand. 

We will understand only what we are taught. “  
Baba Dioum, 1968 

 
Our constitution has 5 main objectives.  One is   “To encourage, 
promote and foster an understanding and awareness of the natural 
resources and environment and their value in enhancing the 
quality of life.”   Over the years, this objective has been met in a 
number of ways. Last year, there were a few events that really 
stand out.  They were the ones that reached out to the general 
public.   
 
One example was our butterfly/dragonfly presentation in 
partnership with the Crystal Ridge Library.  Tim Seburn and I did 
a presentation, giving an overview of many local species of these 
insects, along with some background as to habits, location, and 
identification strategies.  This was followed up with a field trip 
that proved to be informative and enjoyable, in spite of less than 
ideal weather conditions for this type of activity.  Those attending 
both the presentation and outing seemed to be very interested and, 
hopefully, now look at insects in a more positive way.  

 
Photo courtesy of Paul Philp 

 

The goal of programs like this is environmental preservation, and 
the message is that a variety of habitats are required to preserve 
this biodiversity.  Biodiversity isn’ t just a word, it is a 
requirement of life.   
 
Thank you, Lynda Goodridge, for planning and organizing these 
events including Ridgefest, our annual public outreach endeavour.  
This summer weekend event is always extremely well received. 



 
 
 
Shagbark Nature Park 
Stewardship plans and 
clean up.  Bring plastic 
bag, gloves & 
binoculars. 
Sat. Nov. 19, 10:00 am 
Contact: Dawn 
Pierrynowski, 905-384-
2476 
 
 
 

Trumpeter  Swan 
Project 

Learn how these 
beautiful birds are being 
helped on the road to 
recovery. 
Mon. Nov. 21, 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
BOS Chr istmas Bird 

Count 
Bring binoculars, guides 
& scopes. 
Sun. Dec. 18 
Call or email for time & 
location. 
Contact: Marcie Jacklin, 
905-871-2577 
mjacklin@brocku.ca 
 
 
 

Holiday Pot Luck 
Bring your own place 
setting & favourite dish. 
Beef on Weck $5. 
“Birding With A View: 
Desert, Mountains & 
Birds - an Arizona 
Travelogue”  with Lynda 
& Ron Goodridge 
Mon. Dec. 19, 6:00 pm 
 

New topics are presently being explored for our partnership with 
the local libraries.  As well, we hope to capitalize on the Lake 
Erie Shoreline natural inventory currently being conducted by 
Albert Garofalo.  The inventory and its promotion have already 
raised some interest with local property owners.  What a 
wonderful educational opportunity it is to have landowners 
discover some unique species on their property and learn about 
the special circumstances that lead to its presence.  That 
understanding might encourage continued conservation efforts. 
If we share a little nature, the respect for our environment just 
might spread. 

Paul Philp, President

Hi Ho, Hi Ho, I t’s Off To Monitor  We Go 
 
What a summer it’s been!  Janet Kellam, Lynda Goodridge and I 
began Chimney Swift monitoring in Ridgeway in May and 
continued watching for activity throughout the summer.  
 
Walking down the main street of Ridgeway with clip board in 
hand, binoculars dangling and eyes searching the sky, we 
attracted a few curious looks from inquisitive people who 
wondered what was going on. Why were we looking at chimneys, 
counting bricks and drawing pictures? We explained that we were 
monitoring a bird of special concern, the Chimney Swift, for Bird 
Studies Canada (BSC). This would help BSC to get a better 
picture of the number of Swifts in the area and the kind of habitat 
that is available to them for roosting and breeding. We were doing 
this by assessing the size, structure and location of chimneys and 
watching for activity a half hour before and after sunset. We listen 
for chittering high overhead and see the unique sooty-gray, cigar-
shaped birds twisting and darting about, bat-like in their flight, as 
they hunt insects in the twilight sky.  
 
Well, we confirmed that the Swifts were present, but where they 
went to roost was another question. We met a few more times in 
Ridgeway and then decided that Janet and Lynda would monitor 
Swift activity in Fort Erie, while I would continue to try and 
locate an active chimney in Ridgeway.  I finally saw a flock of 
10-12 individuals on a few different occasions near the 
Beachcombers on Ridge Rd., but I never did find an active 
chimney. (Note:  The Chimney Swift tower at Shagbark did show 
signs of nest building, but because the trap door was damaged, the 
nest was not completed. Only one breeding pair will occupy a 
chimney. I’ ll keep my fingers crossed for next year.) 



 
 

BOS Water fowl Count 
Bring binoculars, guides 
& scopes. 
Sun. Jan. 1, 2012 
 (Pt. Colborne) 
Call or email for time & 
location. 
Contact: Marcie Jacklin, 
905-871-2577 
mjacklin@brocku.ca 
 
 

 
The Niagara Glen 

A look at the diverse 
plant life found in one of 
our local treasures with 
Win Laar. 
Mon. Jan. 16, 7:00 pm 
 
 

Winter  Tree 
Identification 

Meet at Shagbark Nature 
Park. Weather 
permitting, snowshoes 
are optional. 
Sat., Jan. 28, 9:30 am 
Contact: Paul Philp 
905-894-2723 

 
 

Animal Cour tship 
(AGM) 

Following our business 
meeting, Donna 
Fernandes from the 
Buffalo Zoo will give us 
an entertaining look at 
love in the wild. 
Mon. Feb. 20, 7:00 pm 
 
 
 

  
Lynda and Ron had great success in the late part of May. I got an 
excited call from Lynda telling me that they had located active 
chimneys on Courtwright St. in Fort Erie. The next evening, 
Janet, Alida, Lynda and I met to share in the find. We were 
delighted by the Swifts chittering, swooping and whirling about 
the area. We met again to expand our search but, having no luck 
finding another active chimney, we went back to monitoring our 
own areas.  

 
Then another excited call came at the end of August. Janet and 
Lynda made a major find - a roosting chimney attached to the 
back of the former church on the corner of Central Ave. and 
Dufferin St. They had seen 30+ Chimney Swifts enter the 
chimney. Over the next couple of weeks, the flock continued to 
grow as the communal instinct took over in preparation for their 
migration to the Amazonian rain forests in Peru and other South 
American countries.  
 
A spontaneous outing invitation was emailed and on Sept. 1st ten 
members of the Club and guests from the Niagara Falls Nature 
Club watched as 150+ Swifts put on a show.  We are looking 
forward to monitoring again in 2012.  

Dawn Pierrynowski
 
 

A Bird’s Eye View of a Swift Event 
 
On the evening of the first day of September, a group of 
naturalists gathered in downtown Fort Erie. 
    
As we waited on a sidewalk about a hundred feet from a seventy 
foot high chimney, we noted high in the sky above, groups of 
two, three or four flying cigars darting about. Slowly, the light 
began to wane and these groups of cigars began to increase in size 
and fly at a lower elevation.  
 
As darkness approached, there was a mass (125 to 175) of these 
creatures milling around just above the chimney. Then, one at a 



 
NFNC 
Monthly indoor 
programs held at 
Niagara Falls Public 
Library, Victoria Av., 3rd 
Wed., 7:30 p.m. 
Speakers on a variety of 
topics. Complete 
schedule online: 
niagaranatureclub. 
tr ipod.com 
 
 

Morgan’s Point  
Sun. Oct. 23, 10 am 
Bring a lunch & meet at 
McDonald’s on Hwy #3 
in Port Colborne. 
Contact: Rick Young, 
905-734-6226 
 
 

Ducks Along Lake 
Ontar io 

Sun., Nov. 20, 9 am 
Bring a lunch & meet at 
the Tim Horton’s at 
Prudhomme’s Landing 
Contact: Gisele Mills, 
905-892-3973 
 
 

Gulls Galore 
Sun, Dec. 4, 9 am 
Bring a lunch & meet 
at the control structure 
above the falls. 
Contact: Kayo Roy 
905-892-4433 
 
 

Chr istmas Bird 
Count 

Sun. Dec. 27, 9 am 
Plan to participate in 
this important census. 
Contact: Kayo Roy 
905-892-4433 
 

time, then two, then ten at a time, they disappeared into the 
chimney until there were only the odd ones still flying. Finally they 
also disappeared, and it was over. 
 
What a spectacular sight to see all these Chimney Swifts gather to 
roost. The writer feels it is one of the most interesting events he has 
witnessed.  Many thanks are due to Janet Kellam, Lynda Goodridge 
and Dawn Pierrynowski for monitoring the actions of Chimney 
Swifts in Fort Erie and the surrounding area. 

Rick Young
 

Environmental Champion of For t Er ie 
 
You will not find a single plaque, exhibit, or official memorial to 
Edmund Zavitz in the Town Fort Erie, but his legacy surrounds us. 
  
Edmund Zavitz was born July 9, 1875, in Ridgeway, Ontario, and 
grew up to become one of the first professional foresters qualified 
in Canada and, in 1911, the Chief Forester of Ontario.  His 
childhood home at 477 Ridge Street and the school that he attended 
nearby still stand, as do the trees planted in his honour in the Fenian 
Battlefield by Ontario’s professional foresters shortly after his death 
in 1968.  However, all of these are unmarked. 
 

 
Photo courtesy of John Bacher 

 
If you want to appreciate Zavitz’s astonishing legacy in his home 
town, go to the Fort Erie Creeks Watershed Plan which is on the 
website of the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority.  What it 
details is how, apart from First Nations reservations such as those 
on the Grand River and Walpole Island, Fort Erie has the best 
extent of natural habitat anywhere in Canada’s Carolinian life zone.  
Some 45 per cent of rural Fort Erie’s landscape is natural habitat, 
predominately mature or regenerating forests. This forest cover, 
which is not only a treasure in itself, but critical to the vitality of 
local streams and the fish species (such as Northern Pike, Grass 
Pickerel and Muskie) they support, is largely a legacy of the public 
policies promoted by Edmund Zavitz. 
 
When Zavitz was growing up in Fort Erie, a mere four per cent of 



 
Water fowl Along the 

Niagara River  
Sun., Jan. 22, 9 am 
Bring a lunch & meet 
in the parking lot at 
Dufferin Islands. 
Contact: Gisele Mills 
905-892-3973 
 
 

Duffer in Islands 
Sun., Feb. 19, 2 pm 
Meet in the parking lot 
at Dufferin Islands.  
Family fr iendly. 
Contact: Carol Horvat, 
905-687-8562 
 
 
PFN 
 
Monthly indoor 
programs held 4th 
Monday, 7:30 p.m., at 
Mountainview United 
Church, 150 Glendale 
Ave., St. Catharines. For 
details on speakers,  
www.peninsulafieldnats.
com 
  
 

Fonthill Kame 
Sat., Nov. 5, 10 am 
Marlene Stewart Streit 
Park in Fonthill. 
Contact: Janet Damude 
905-892-2158 
 

Chr istmas Bird 
Count 

Sun., Dec. 18 
Annual census of birds 
in St. Catharines area. 
Contact: Marcie 
Jacklin 905-871-2577 
 
 

Bertie Township was in forest cover. There were no tree by-laws to 
prohibit the clear cutting of forests on private land.  The remaining 
forests were at risk from livestock grazing in them and from 
unregulated logging.  There were no laws or agencies to protect 
them. Zavitz played a major role in changing public policy and 
causing the passage of provincial legislation such as the 
Conservation Authorities Act (in 1946), which provided for the 
establishment of Conservation Authorities and the protection of 
forests from clear cutting.  It was on the advice of Zavitz and 
foresters that many farmers, including Bert Miller, retired creekside 
flood plains and other marginal lands and fenced off their forests 
from livestock. 
  
Today, Zavitz’s legacy is threatened by urban sprawl and large- 
scale projects such as the proposed Canadian Motor Speedway.  
That legacy is underappreciated and vulnerable largely because the 
struggles to achieve it are unknown, and its essential contributions 
to living are easily overlooked amid the pressures and banalities of 
modern life.  A corrective is to read the author’s recent work, Two 
Billion Trees and Counting:  The Legacy of Edmund Zavitz,  
published by Dundurn Press.  It is available for $26.99 from 
Amazon and from Chapters’  book stores. 

John Bacher, Author 

 
 

Concerned Citizens of Greater  For t Er ie 
Speedway Update 

 
CCGFE continues to wait for updates regarding the new date for the 
OMB pre-hearing that was postponed this past spring. We 
anticipate that the announcement will be imminent, possibly in 
October. 
 
Although the speedway issue has been quiet of late, perhaps 
overshadowed by the controversy surrounding the Bay Beach 
condominium tower development, the Canadian Motor Speedway 
ownership group has been busy behind the scenes renewing their 
options to purchase the site properties, as well as the neighbouring 
properties that have appealed to OMB.   
 
On a trip to a NASCAR event at the Michigan International 
Speedway in Brooklyn, Michigan last year, I discovered that most 



of the economic impact due to the racetrack is felt by 
businesses in Ann Arbor; one hour away from the 
speedway itself.  Very little has changed in Brooklyn, 
a sleepy, rural town of approximately 3,000 people, 
since the speedway was built in 1968, except that 
many of the residents leave town to avoid the 
inconvenience and congestion. while major MIS 
events are underway.  MIS can accommodate 119,000 
people in the stands and has several onsite camping 
areas. The commercial enterprises on site are kiosks 
and hawkers selling NASCAR trinkets, fast food items 
and beer. Race fans who do not camp stay in Ann 
Arbor where, as in Niagara Falls in our case, the 
infrastructure for hotels, restaurants and shopping is 
well established.  In summary, the community that 
hosts the speedway suffers, while a larger centre a 
convenient distance away reaps most of the economic 
benefits.  

 
I also learned during this trip that the majority of 
workers at large events are volunteers provided by 
local service groups who receive a donation to their 
organization in exchange for staffing the parking lot, 
campgrounds, trash collection, etc. The President of 
Michigan International Speedway confirmed that they 
only employ 45 full time staff. CCGFE has since 
learned that this practice of using a volunteer 
workforce is commonplace amongst other NASCAR 
tracks. 
 
Add to this what could be millions in health care costs 
resulting from illnesses caused by poor air quality and 
ground water contamination due to the use of unleaded 
gas by race vehicles and the endless queue of idling 
vehicles waiting to enter and exit the complex.   
 
There is also the cost to our environment due to the 
destruction of animal habitats and the dismantling of 
our creek system, along with the loss of agricultural 
land crucially needed for the production of soy, corn, 

 
Great News!! 

 
Being part of the Bert Miller 
Nature Club now has another 
perk!  Members who have paid 
their fees for 2012 are eligible 
for discounts at a number of 
local businesses.  To take 
advantage of these generous 
offers, you will need to present 
your 2012 membership card 
when you make your purchases.  
(Sale items excluded). 
Businesses that have extended 
this offer include: 
 
Natural Insect Control (NIC) 

10% off everything in store 
 

Peter  R. BonEnfant 
10% off wills, power of attorney, 
& real estate fees for personal 
property transactions 
 

Hasselman’s Landscaping &  
Garden Centre 

10% off everything in store 
 

John’s Ridgeway  
General Store 

10% off everything in store 
 

Joe’s Valu-Mart 
10% off garden center items 
 

Minor  Brothers 
Farm &  Country Store 

10% off nature-related items 
(bird feeders, bird seed, grass 
seed, etc.) 
 
Many thanks to these community 
spirited businesses for their 
support, and a special thank-you 
to Denise Ball for proposing and 
carrying out this initiative. 



wheat, hay and livestock. This is a great deal to pay in exchange 
for the prospect of what may be very few jobs, most of which 
will likely be entry-level, minimum wage and seasonal. 
 
For more information, or for suggestions on how to make your 
voice heard on the Speedway issue, visit our website at 
www.ccgfe or email ccgfe@gmail.com 

 Sandy Vant
President, Citizens Coalition of Greater Fort Erie

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Because we share some environmental 
concerns with CCGFE, we asked for an update on the Canadian 
Motor Speedway project.  Some opinions expressed in this 
article may not necessarily reflect the views of the BMNC. 
 
 

Treasures of the Lake Er ie Shoreline 
 
With new funding in place, the Lake Erie Coastal Survey 
project was able to continue this year under the leadership of 
Albert Garofalo.  Albert and his cadre of volunteers began their 
inventories in early spring and are working well into the fall 
season. 
 
BMNC members had an opportunity on September 18th to see 
some of the wonderful plants and shrubs that grow in this 
critical habitat.  Fifteen to 20 individuals were in attendance at 
the Windmill Point shoreline in Ridgeway as Albert pointed out 
the wide range of species that grow along the dunes and 
shoreline bedrock that make up our coastline.  Albert’s 
knowledge and enthusiasm captivated all of us and we left with 
a new appreciation for our coastal treasures. 

 
Photo courtesy of Dawn Pierrynowski 

 
Thanks to Albert for his dedication to this project and to all the 
volunteers who assisted him in this endeavour. To read more 
about this project and the plants that were inventoried, visit our 
website at www.bertmillernatureclub.org 

Lynda Goodridge
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Photos courtesy of Jean Tripp 

 
Remember ing a Fr iend 

 
It is with great sadness that we pass 
on the news regarding the death of 
one of our BMNC members.  Gary 
Ball passed away suddenly on June 
27, 2011 after a brief illness.  Gary 
and his wife, Denise, joined our club 
several years ago and have been 
active members from the start.  He 
was a teacher for many years before 
his retirement and was active in a 
number of sports.  Gary’s enthusiasm 
will surely be missed.  Denise 
currently serves on the BMNC board 
and initiated the 2012 members’  
discount opportunities with local 
businesses.  Our thoughts are with 
Denise and her family as we share in 
their loss. 
 

 
Ridgeway Summer Festival 2011 

 
The BMNC display at the 2011 Ridgeway Summer 
Festival was, once again, a big success.  Our new 
location, at the corner of Ridge and Dominion Rds. 
initially caused us some concern.  Would there be as 
many people at this end of the street?  Our fears 
turned out to be unfounded, as people of all ages 
flocked to see the reptiles, amphibians and birds of 
prey.  We had quite a bit of interest in our 
information displays, as well. 

 
New this year were owl pellet dissecting kits, which 
inspired Dawn to create an awesome owl display to 
carry out the theme.  Three preserved owls rescued 
from our cabinet at I-Canter (the remainder of the 
collection is now downstairs in the clubhouse) 
fooled many a passerby who thought they were 
alive.  Of course, the live owls were just across the 
sidewalk, along with the other birds of prey. 
 
Stan Miksovsky’s reptiles were a big hit, as usual, 
as were Rick Stockton’s skull collection and Grebe 
skeleton. 

 
Photos courtesy of Jean Tripp 

 
Many thanks to all who braved the heat and helped 
to make this event a success.   

Lynda Goodridge.
 
 


