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POSITION IN OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED MOTORSPORT SPEEDWAY IN FORT ERIE

Now is the time for Ontario to decide if environmental policy really takes precedence over environmentally exploitative and destructive, business as usual, municipal practices.

The Province of Ontario has been visionary in its enactment of laws and policies designed to protect ecological integrity and biodiversity in order to insure the long term welfare of both human beings and all other resident species. The Provincial Policy Statement (IV) says:

 “The Province’s natural heritage resources, water, agricultural lands, mineral resources, and cultural heritage and archaeological resources provide important environmental, economic and social benefits. The wise use and management of these resources over the long term is a key provincial interest. The Province must ensure that its resources are managed in a sustainable way to protect essential ecological processes and public health and safety, minimize environmental and social impacts, and meet its long term needs…. Strong communities, a clean and healthy environment and a strong economy are inextricably linked. Long term prosperity, environmental health and social well-being should take precedence over short term considerations.”

A healthy environment requires the protection of biodiversity and Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy (2005, 1.2) tells us that:

“This strategy is not about nature versus people. It is about living sustainably and respecting nature. Ontario’s natural assets can be viewed as a bank account. The challenge of sustainable living and sustainable development is for us to find ways of living off nature’s interest without depleting nature’s capital. If we deplete or disrupt our natural capital to a point where it is no longer self-renewing or it is simply gone and cannot be recovered, we risk Ontario’s future economic and social viability, as well as our health and quality of life.”

In view of these informed and wise policies it is therefore inexplicable why the Town of Fort Erie and Regional and Provincial regulatory agencies would continue to entertain a proposal that contradicts and makes mockery of environmental law and policy in Ontario. 

The development of a motor speedway complex on over 800 acres of  “prime agricultural land” will result in the permanent and irrecoverable loss of the primary ecological functions of this and surrounding areas, and introduce an overwhelming and immitigable sources of air, water and soil borne pollutants that will impact upon the welfare of  human and wildlife populations. The existing PSW and significant woodlands  will become isolated and fragmented and substantially degraded by the surrounding land use and activities. 2 major creek habitat systems will be affected as well as the hydrology of the entire area. The continued survival of the 6 documented species at risk will be threatened. The social disruption caused by traffic congestion (20,000 to 50, 000 vehicles), noise pollution and transient human influx (up to 100,000 people) will completely alter the lives of the majority of the 30,000 residents most of whom live within 8 km of the site. Many of these residents have chosen to live in Fort Erie because of the relatively intact character of the natural environment and its accessibility.

We believe that the speedway proposal, by its very nature, substantively violates both the intent and letter of the following statutes and policies:

Provincial policy statement


Species at Risk Act

Regional Policy Plan (amend.187)

Endangered Species Act

Ontario’ Biodiversity Strategy

Planning Act

Fort Erie Official Town Plan


Fisheries Act

F. E. Creeks Watershed Plan


Clean Air Act

To date the various regulatory agencies seem more intent on fulfilling routine bureaucratic functions related to this application in isolation, rather than applying the overarching environmental policies and law.

This project is retrogressive in an age where global climate change is of paramount concern and the loss of biodiversity is accelerating. It massively and egregiously violates the well established scientific principles upon which both environmental policy and statute are based. All future planning and development must emphasize the preservation of ecological systems, habitats and biodiversity while reducing fossil fuel consumption, toxic waste production and the non-sustainable consumption of all natural resources. We therefore now call upon all levels of government to reject this proposal outright as being totally incompatible with a sustainable and bio-diverse environment and human health and social well-being. 

If the people of Ontario are to be spared impending environmental disasters, Ontario governments must now assiduously exercise their environmental stewardship responsibilities!
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